We want our children to be AMBITIOUS, RESILIENT and COMPASSIONATE

Summer 1 Newsletter
With faith the size of a mustard seed, nothing is impossible!
Matthew 17:20
Dear Parents,
During our assembly on Monday, Rev. Jo Hurst talked to us about the parable of
the mustard seed: The mustard seed was the smallest seed, but it grew into a
huge plant. She went on to explain that although the Kingdom of God started
small, with Jesus and the disciples, it would grow and spread across the world to
unlimited numbers of followers. Often it is the smallest of ideas, with a good
amount of faith and courage, that lead to the most amazing things happening.
Courage and faith are something we have in bucket loads at Standlake!
It was a casual suggestion during a FOSS meeting of getting the community to travel
(virtually) round the world, all 25,000 miles of it, before the end of the academic
year (just 12 weeks!). 6 weeks in and we are over halfway with 12,560 miles walked,
cycled, run on swum, 51 families taking part, and £670 raised for the school.
It was a compassionate thought 4 years ago to do the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
that has led to the point where, on Wednesday our School Council had a Zoom call
with 30 school children in Oradea in Romania. The beginnings, we hope, of lasting
friendships for a community that needs our support. Who knows, maybe in a few
years’ time some of us may have visited the village…
It was during the darker days of the lockdown that we considered trialling a live community
Achievement Assembly to add a much-needed giggle to our lockdown weeks. We now have a weekly
event that brings our community together, celebrates all things that
are great in our school and resulted in memorable moments like: the
whole school performing The Nativity, parents doing the Macarena,
the staff performing The Cup Song and Mr Fowler singing a sea shanty
while fully clothed in the shower (now up to 97 hits on You Tube!).
Reverend Jo talked about what God can do with just the smallest amount of faith and the amazing
things it can result in. Whether you have a faith, no faith or simply aren’t sure, that really is OK. But
we all need a bit of ‘courage’ to see an idea or task through and when we find it, amazing things can
grow and happen…
Have a lovely half term…
Andrew Denham.
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Whole School Events
Zoom with Romania
Our School Council were very excited about having a zoom
conversation with our new friends in Romania. They
introduced themselves and then listened to a couple of
children to tell us about themselves, all through our
interpreter, Raul. We hope this will be the start of lasting
friendships between our school and Oredea…

Rabbi Visit
We were pleased to welcome a visit from Rabbi Zvi Solomons. He spoke to Donaldson and Blake class about
the Festival of Passover where the children got to taste some Passover foods and sip some grape juice! During
a whole school assembly, he told the story about a plainly dressed stranger who was treated badly on a train
by someone who did not know he was a Rabbi. Only when the rude man later discovered he was a Rabbi did
he say sorry and ask for forgiveness. The reason Rabbi Zvi told us this story was to remind us of the importance of saying sorry and asking for forgiveness ‘in the moment’ and with whoever you may have upset or
offended, regardless of who they are.
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Whole School Events

Ice-Cream Van
The ice-cream van was a huge hit with the children (and some
adults!) when it arrived on the school field for a couple of weeks.
A special mention to Yilin who waited so patiently for 1 hour and
5 minutes before she was able to get her ice-cream. Sadly, bad
weather and a double booking have meant that we have not
seen Scoops of Oxford for the last couple of weeks, but we plan
to have him every Friday in Term 6, as long as the weather is
good…!

Dance Troupe
A massive thank you to Mrs Isard who choreographed a brilliant dance for some children in Dahl,
Morpurgo and Shakespeare to learn and perform for the annual Oxfordshire dance competition.
Sadly, COVID restrictions mean that schools cannot perform live at the Oxford theatre. Instead,
schools have submitted a video to the judges, and we look forward to hearing from them. Regardless
of the outcome, the children did brilliantly to learn a dance routine in such a short space of time and
we all enjoyed watching it during our Zoom Achievement Assembly.
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Whole School Events
Creative Writing
This term we have introduced a whole school, creative writing session to encourage independence, enthusiasm, freedom and imagination to the children’s writing. Every Tuesday morning, Reception to Year 6 come together for a whole school zoom assembly and are shown an image that they have to write about. They discuss
some ideas in class, share them with the school and then everyone (including the adults) has 10 minutes to
write, while listening to classical music! Mr Denham then collects all the writing, reads every single piece of
work (including adults!), awards a Star Writer in each class and meets with some children to suggest ways in
which they can improve their writing for next time. We have been impressed by some of the work the children
have produced and once again, seen what the power a community coming together with a shared goal can
achieve.
What would you have written about these images...?

Our Assembly Topics & Themes this
Term
We have been focusing on the parables that Jesus told and then reflecting on the new idea, thinking and/or
praying about it, trying to understand it in our hearts and then ‘walking the talk’…

The Sower

The Lost Sheep

The Good Neighbour
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As a school we have recently introduced ‘Zones of Regulation’ as an approach to teach children
how to communicate what they are feeling, so that they are able to regulate their behaviour. The
children, supported by the adults in school use a range of strategies to help them return to the
green zone:
Blue Zone: Low state of alertness. Typical emotions in this zone include sadness, boredom, and
feeling tired. Green Zone: A calm state while still feeling alert. Common emotional states include
happiness, focus, and contentment. The green zone is where the most efficient work and
learning occurs.Yellow Zone: A heightened alertness. Common emotions include anxiety, stress,
and nervousness, as well as excitement and restlessness. Red Zone: A state of extreme heightened
alertness and intense feelings. The types of emotions in this zone include anger, intense sadness,
and feeling out of control.
Over the next few weeks, each child will produce their own toolkit using a range of strategies such
as; deep breathing, talking to
an adult or doing some
exercise. This will help the
children become independent
in managing and regulating
their emotions and problem
solving, which are all lifelong
skills. We refer to Zones a lot in
school which each class having
a regular ‘check in’ and the
children are becoming happy
and confident about sharing
how they are feeling.
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Murphy Class
This term our topic has been Pirates and we have been enjoying lots of different fun activities
linking in with this theme. We turned our classroom tower into a ‘Pirate Ship’ for great role-play
and imagination, using our pirate masks and maps that we have been making along with some
beautiful, coloured pirate parrots that we painted bright colours and added some fabulous tails
to! We also decorated pirate treasure biscuits although they didn’t last very long but did taste
really yummy!
For our mathematical development we have been doing some great building block colour and
shape challenges and lots of number recognition and counting games.
In phonics we have been matching initial sounds to objects following our read, write, ink
programme and playing lots of fun learning letter sound and listening games.
We have also been using the magnifying glasses to explore the different features on the
minibeast toys, looking closely at details, counting how many legs, spots, stripes etc and gaining a
better understanding of the natural world and the things we can see.
fun for our Nursery class. We joyed dressing up for World Book Day and have been busy
following our 'Once Upon a Time' topic, looking at lots of different traditional tales. We have also
been exploring and experimenting using our five senses. It has been a pleasure to welcome four
new children who have joined our lovely class.
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Donaldson Class
Ahoy me hearties! This term we have been learning all about Pirates. We have been lucky enough to look after
the Jolly Roger Pirate treasure (although we may have had it stolen from us but don’t fear we solved the
problem and got it back through our wonderful message and letter writing) and even got to go on our own
treasure hunt. We have been learning how to use a map to help us locate the treasure as well as giving each
other instructions using our positional and directional language.
In maths we have been learning how to solve problems using addition and subtraction as well as finding half
using practical resources. We have shared the treasure between ourselves and the Jolly Rogers so we have half
and they have half….it is only fair as it was their treasure in the first place!
In art we have been creating our own pirate ship by weaving material. Each of us had a section of the ship to
weave and we cannot wait to share the finished product with you.

Blake Class
This term Blake Class have come back to school determined
and excited to learn. We have explored the life of a Victorian
and researched the jobs children would have, what
classrooms were like, inventions created by Victorians and
drawn the features of Victorian houses. In English, students
delved into the life of Oliver Twist and the difficulties of being
a poor child in the Victorian era. They have used alliteration to
create poems all about food (‘Food Glorious Food’) and
created alternative stories including the character Oliver
Twist. In maths, we have been securing skills, especially in
division. This term we won the Big Science event within school
and we look forward to progressing to the next round. In our
science lessons this term we have been looking at plants and
how/if they survive in different conditions.
We are excited for the upcoming term where we will be
learning about Under the sea.
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Dahl Class
We have really enjoyed reading our class text this term – Azzi
in Between – which got us thinking about the difficulties some
people face when they have to move away from their home
country. We wrote a poem on this theme, as well as a
discussion text. Then we had a go at creating our own graphic
novels. Inspired by the story of Azzi, we grew our own beans
for a science experiment, investigating the different
requirements that plants need to grow healthy and strong.
We have loved watching our plants develop on the class
windowsill. We’ve also been able to use the plants in our
maths and computing work, measuring them carefully and
creating charts to present our results. It has been fascinating
learning about ancient Baghdad this term and practising
different drawing techniques in our artwork about mosques.

Morpurgo Class
This term Morpurgo have had the luxury of being split between year 4 and 5.
Year 4 have taken a journey learning about the different forests in the UK and
comparing it with the Amazon Rainforest. In English, students planted their own
beans and wrote a set of instructions, focusing on extending our sentences. In
maths, we have been securing skills, especially in multiplication.
Year 5 have been learning about The Shang Dynasty. They started off the term
by having a bonfire, roasting marshmallows and playing with sparklers with Mr.
Deeker to hook them into their English where they began reading The Firework
Maker’s Daughter.
In science, both year 4 and 5, dissected flowers to explore and identify the
different parts and functions.
We are excited for the upcoming term where we will both be learning about
The Tudors.
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Shakespeare Class
The fascinating topic of the Ancient Mayans has led Shakespeare Class on a journey of discovery
this term. We have learnt about their cities, people, numbers and writing, along with
attempting to play the game of pok-a-tok. This caused much hilarity, as well as giving us a
chance to practise our instruction writing. We have also planned and written our own Mayan
myths, in the style of the text that we have been learning about this term; Rain Player.
In our Science work, we have been planning and carrying out experiments relating to electricity
(including with fruit and vegetables!) and Mrs Abraham has skilfully guided us through two art
projects: firstly we designed and created Mayan pots and then we have done the same with
chocolate – designing the wrappers and creating the chocolate bars!
Whilst we were all (mostly!) disappointed that our SATS were cancelled, we have still been
working hard on our reading comprehension, arithmetic, and SPAG skills before our end of year
assessments.
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Achievement Book
The following children have shown particularly impressive words or actions this term…
DONALDSON
Finley for settling quickly into Donaldson class and working hard in all subjects.
Eadie for contributing to class discussions and challenging herself in maths
Shannon-Rose for trying really hard in all areas of learning
Reggie for consistently working hard and remaining on task in lessons.
Arlowe for beautifully presented work and contributing to class discussions thoughtfully in RE
Kyle for working hard in literacy and applying his phonics knowledge to his writing
BLAKE
Mark for being helpful and kind to those around
Tillt for working hard and being enthusiastic in our lessons
Lily for always being a caring and considerate member of Blake class
Finlee for thought and care during our art lessons
Kitty for always being so helpful and thoughtful to those around
Kaleb for taking care with all pieces of work and presenting them beautifully
DAHL
Frederick for starting the term focused, full of energy and ready to learn
Oscar for working hard and staying focused in all his lessons
Charlie for working hard and thinking carefully about his answers
Finn for working hard and trying his best consistently in all subjects
Scout for having a positive attitude towards her work this week and trying hard
Kyrah for working so conscientiously and doing her best in everything
YEAR 4 MORPURGO
Annabella for such a fantastic first week at Standlake
Archie for determination and perseverance throughout the week
Yilin for a fantastic attitude in all our learning this week
Olivia for being responsible and really trying hard to improve on her reading and times table knowledge
Milo for having an amazing attitude to learning and for being helpful in class
Lucy for always working hard and being a delight to have in the class
YEAR 5 MORPURGO
Louie for always working hard and concentrating so well.
Kassia for working hard across all subjects and for contributing towards class discussions.
Sammi for always producing quality work and challenging herself
Grace for working hard and consistently having a positive attitude towards her learning this week
Maira for being positive and smiley in all areas of learning
Abi for consistently working hard across all subjects
SHAKESPEARE
Jake for working hard in all subjects, all week – a great start to the new term
Lucas-James for his huge improvement in attitude and focus in his learning this week
Sophie for her willingness to share her ideas in PSHE this week
Ella for her constant cheerfulness, helpfulness and hard work
Henry for his fantastic attitude all term, coupled with producing work of a very high quality
Mae for an excellent attitude and maintaining a consistently high standard in all of her work
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Star Writers
The following children have shown some great writing skills this term…
DONALDSON
Chardonnay for a fantastic, wanted poster using your sounds to help you spell new words.
Ella for great enthusiasm towards writing.
Mari for great sentence writing with finger spaces
Beth for including all the features of a letter when writing to the pirates.
Finley for a fantastic list poem complete with full stops, capital letters and adjectives.
Arthur P. for superb instructions on how to find the treasure
BLAKE
Finley H for a beautiful fact file all about Charles Dickens
Elleni for a beautifully written piece all about the story of Oliver Twist
Alexander for great identification of different sentence types
Reilly for improved effort and concentration
Elias for a beautiful poem using alliteration
Rosie for an imaginative story all about Oliver Twist
DAHL
Mara-Jade for a great summary of our new text
Ferris for great ideas and well-structured paragraphs in his discussion text
Sophia for a beautifully written discussion text
Ciara for interesting complex sentences with ambitious vocab
Rhys for a great graphic novel with complex sentences and ambitious vocab
Josh for staying focused on his handwriting and improving his vocab choices
YEAR 4 MORPURGO
Darcy for being ambitious in her writing and demonstrating high quality work
Angel Marie for working hard on her instructions
Harry a great attitude towards writing and using ambitious vocabulary
Milo for determination, enthusiasm and willingness to reflect and edit on his narrative
Darragh for a vivid, imaginative narrative with amazing vocabulary
Grace for being ambitious with her work and exceeding expectations
YEAR 5 MORPURGO
Athena for great maths work on rounding decimals - even with a broken arm!
Niall for a fantastic advert - focusing on the key features
Marley for a great attitude in improving his diary entry
Esme for great detective work on finding the features of an adventure story
Milly for fantastic improved version of her work
Kasper for a fantastic imaginative adventure story
SHAKESPEARE
Fran for writing a lovely introduction to the Mayans in this week’s topic work
Freya for carefully using the features we have learnt in this week’s instruction writing
Holly for attempting super vocabulary choices during this week’s poetry writing
Eddie for working hard to improve the fluency and cohesion of his writing
Alec for a significant improvement in the quantity of the writing he has produced this week
Indianna for her careful planning of our alternative story ending
Will for carefully using features discussed and improving a Mayan myth that he wrote
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Marvellous Mathematicians
The following children have shown some excellent maths work this term…
DONALDSON
Sebastian for superb number bonds to 10 work
Nancy for fantastic fact family work
Robyn for great part-part whole work.
Sienna for great engagement and enthusiasm when finding ½
Lena for great investigative work and problem solving when finding ½ of a shape
Gabe for super money recognition and calculating totals of coins
BLAKE
Luis for improved mental maths. Now on Year 3 Beat that maths
Kitty for helping others and working hard adding 2-digit numbers
Rosie for improved mental arithmetic skills
Mark for brilliant work dividing by 2
Lily for perseverance when working out ¾ of an amount
Finlee for impressive work counting fractions
DAHL
Kyrah for excellent problem solving and accurate measuring of length
Sophia for fantastic improvement in the quantity and accuracy of her work this week
Alfie for excellent work on division this week
Breanna for really trying hard and having a go on her own
Aaron for working carefully on division and sharing his understanding
William for fantastic focus and careful work on problem solving
YEAR 4 MORPURGO
Eliza for perseverance in maths and always willing to give it a go
Grace B for accuracy and perseverance for all maths work this week
Chloe for great independence with her maths
Autumn for great independence skills
Freddie for always being ambitious and challenging himself within the lesson
Rosie for persevering and using strategies to keep herself focused
YEAR 5 MORPURGO
Abi for a great recount
Emelia for great perseverance when rounding decimals and whole numbers
Cameron for super multiplication, understanding and moving onto the challenge
Kate for fantastic understanding and perseverance in all maths this week
Ava for perseverance with her explanations
Anna for great explanations and understanding in maths this week
SHAKESPEARE
Simi for scoring 20/20 in this week’s arithmetic paper
Luca for two excellent (40/40) arithmetic scores in the past week
Jack for a super attitude and progress in this week’s maths lessons
Brodie for super progress in this week’s work on adding and subtracting fractions
Lucas-James for brilliant progress in his arithmetic work this work
Emilia for approaching this week’s problem-solving lessons thoughtfully and logically
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FOSS update
Standlake Around the World
As you know, FOSS have been very busy this term with Standlake Around the World. Throughout
the Summer Term we have set a very AMBITIOUS target to do a virtual physical mission. Our
mission is together we walk, run, cycle, row or swim the MAMMOTH distance all around the
world (25,000 miles) to raise money for Standlake school. As of last Friday, together we had
achieved 10,352 miles, which is 41% of our travel goal and have currently raised £625!
You can continue to contribute miles via our “Standlake Around the World” Facebook page or
text/ WhatsApp to 07909 513953. The donations are collected virtually at our JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/standlakearoundtheworld
We are so excited about how far we’ve made it so far and are grateful for continued contributions
of miles and funds. As they say in the Tesco ad, EVERY LITTLE HELPS. That walk to the shop or
to school, that weekend family cycle ride etc, it really does add up so please do get involved and
help us travel the globe.

Other Updates
In addition to Standlake Around the World, FOSS are also getting ready for the launch of the
cookbooks that everyone has so generously donated recipes and art. These are currently at the
printer, so their release is imminent.
Please also remember that FOSS have set up several ongoing fundraising efforts via EasyFundraising, AmazonSmile and the textile donation box outside the school. Both EasyFundraising and
AmazonSmile cost nothing extra to users, simply log into your accounts and shop with a portion
of the proceeds going to our lovely school. To link our charitable cause to your account (via website
or app), use “Standlake Primary School - Witney” for EasyFundraising and “Foss Friends of
Standlake School” for AmazonSmile.
And, finally, a reminder of why we do this…
All fundraising FOSS organise are to benefit the students of Standlake Primary. Most recently,
funds raised have been used to make a significant investment in updated reading books for each
year at Standlake School. Without your generous donations, the school would not be able to make
these special one time purchases to further enrich the pupils’ experience.
Thank you for your continued support!
The FOSS Committee
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Other Information

TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES

Live Achievement Assemblies

SUMMER TERM 2021
Summer Half Term: 31st May - 4th June
Term 6: 7th June – 21st July (1.15pm finish)

Every Friday at 9.00am we have an
Achievement Assembly to recap on our
week and celebrate the things children
have done well. You and extended family
are very welcome to join us on the
following ZOOM link:

We apologise there was an error in the last newsletter with the
last date of term – please note the last day is Wednesday 21st July.

Meeting ID: 896 7102 9093
Passcode: 134931
Children who get a special mention in the
assembly will have their names published
on the Achievement Assembly page of
our website.

Parking
Please be considerate to our neighbours when dropping off
and collecting your child from school, and ensure you are not
blocking residents’ driveways.

The assemblies are recorded and can be
found on the Achievement Assembly
page of our website.

If possible, please park in the car park by the Church.

Term 6 Clubs

Dates for your diaries

We will not be running any clubs
after school in Term 6. However,
Vicky’s After School Club will be
running from Monday to Thursday
3.10-5.10pm. Please contact Vicky
directly if you would like to book
your child a place: 07887 711454
or vickyhickman1@gmail.com.
John Andrews Morning Club is
also available to parents who need
to drop off their child a little earlier
in the morning. It runs from 7.458.45am. Please contact John
directly if you would like to book
your child a place: 07917 444498

8th June: School Class Photos
15th June: Donaldson Class Trip to Earth Trust
23rd June: Nursery Open Afternoon (for new children in Sep.)
25th June: Blake Class Karate Belt Grading
28th-30th June: Year 6 Hill End Trip
2nd July: Y6 IMPS Trainer in School
5th July: Morpurgo Class Tudor Day
Blake Class Trip to Crocodiles of the World Trip (tbc)
7th July: Dahl Class Trip to Andover
14th July: Sports Day (N-Y1 in the am and Y2-6 in the pm)
15th-16th July: Morpurgo Class Overnight Camp in school
16th July: End of Year Reports go out
19th July: Year 6 Leavers Assembly (am) and event (pm)
20th July: Meet the new teacher (am)
Awards and Presentation Evening

Congratulations!
We are delighted to share the good news that Mrs Conroy is pregnant!
We all wish her the very happiest and healthiest of pregnancy.
The baby is due at the end of November.
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Donaldson Class Pirate Day
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